[33]
Silence gives consent. Yes, he was a man who prepared for his canonisation in advance. Why not ? Don't all the poets fall over themselves to appeal to posterity ?
" In 1094 he retired to the south of Italy, to Calabria, to found a new Chartreuse, situated in the neighbourhood of " Squillace. . . . IVe never heard of Squillace. It's a funny name. First the wilderness at Grenoble, and now Squillace. What ostentation ! Those are the kind of people who take up flying nowadays. It was in this monastery that he died in saintliness, in tie year 1101. In saintliness ? What does that mean ? If it's only a matter of reciting a few prayers and saying a few edifying words, I could die in saintliness myself-so long as I didn't suffer too much. It's all a question of what disease you're dying from.3'
Mile Bernardine's room was separated by a partition from the bathroom. From the other side came strange sounds, which did not disturb the old maid, because she was used to them.
M. de Saint-Papoul had been for the past forty minutes in the bathroom, which was very large. It had been installed in the course of the nineteenth century in what had been a bedroom or a linen-room. M. de Saint-Papoul at this moment was naked. He had reached his third series of exercises, or, rather, of the practices to which he devoted himself daily. He inhaled and exhaled violently, with his breath forcing its way through his clenched teeth. He threw his arms up and then let them fall again, slapping his thighs. He made his trunk pivot on his hips. He walked on tiptoe. He touched the end of his right big toe with his left hand, and performed a dozen other acrobatics. Some of these exercises he might even do at one and the same time.
Their general object was to preserve the physical strength and suppleness of the master of the house. But they had also a more particular object, which was to combat the sluggishness of his intestines. M. de Saint-Papoul had perhaps made a mistake in concentrating his attention, early upon this commonplace infirmity. At the outset he had tried all kinds of drugs : powders, capsules, pills, salts,
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